In English grammar, the concept of "voice" refers to the relationship between the subject and
the verb in a sentence, particularly how the action of the verb is expressed. There are two

main voices in English: active voice and passive voice.

Active Voice:
e |n active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the action expressed by
the verb.

e Example: "The cat (subject) chased (verb) the mouse (object)."

e In this sentence, the subject "the cat" performs the action of chasing the
mouse.

Passive Voice:

e In passive voice, the subject of the sentence receives the action expressed by
the verb. The focus is on the receiver of the action rather than the doer.

e Example: "The mouse (subject) was chased (verb) by the cat (agent)."

e In this sentence, the subject "the mouse" receives the action of being chased
by "the cat," which is mentioned after the verb as the agent.

Here are some key points to remember about active and passive voice:

e Active voice is generally more direct, concise, and preferred for most types of writing
because it emphasizes the doer of the action.

e Passive voice is often used when the focus is on the action or when the doer is
unknown, unimportant, or intentionally omitted.

e To convert a sentence from active voice to passive voice, the object of the active
sentence becomes the subject of the passive sentence, and the verb is changed to a
form of "be" followed by the past participle of the main verb. The doer of the action
(agent) may be included using the preposition "by."

e While passive voice can be useful in certain contexts, overuse of passive voice may
result in unclear or awkward sentences.

It's important to understand when and how to use active and passive voice effectively in

writing to convey meaning clearly and accurately.



