
Certainly! "Must" and "should" are both modal verbs in English with distinct uses and 
functions. Here's how they are commonly used:

Must:

Expressing Obligation or Necessity:
● "Must" is used to express strong obligation or necessity, often based 

on rules, laws, regulations, or personal principles.
● Example: "You must submit your application by the deadline."
● Example: "Employees must wear safety helmets in the 

construction site."
Expressing Prohibition:

● "Must" can be used to express prohibition, indicating that something is 
not allowed or permitted.

● Example: "You must not smoke in this area."
Expressing Strong Recommendations:

● "Must" can be used to express strong recommendations or advice.
● Example: "You must see this movie. It's excellent!"

Expressing Logical Deduction or Inference:
● "Must" is used to express a logical deduction or inference based on 

evidence or circumstances.
● Example: "He's wearing a white coat, so he must be a doctor."

Talking about Personal Certainty:
● "Must" can be used to express personal certainty or conviction about 

something.
● Example: "It must be her car parked outside."

Should:

Giving Advice or Recommendations:
● "Should" is used to give advice, suggestions, or recommendations.

● Example: "You should quit smoking for the sake of your health."
● Example: "Students should study regularly to do well in exams."

Expressing Obligation or Duty:
● "Should" can also be used to express obligation or duty, often based on

moral or social norms.
● Example: "You should apologize for your mistake."
● Example: "Employees should follow the company's code of 

conduct."
Expressing Expectation or Probability:

● "Should" can be used to express expectation or probability, indicating 
what is likely to happen.

● Example: "He should arrive at the airport by noon."
Expressing Necessity or Urgency:

● In some contexts, "should" can express necessity or urgency.
● Example: "You should leave now if you want to catch the train."

Indicating Correct or Appropriate Actions:
● "Should" can be used to indicate correct or appropriate actions in a 

given situation.



● Example: "You should always wear a helmet while riding a bike."

Both "must" and "should" are important modal verbs in English, allowing speakers to 
express obligation, necessity, advice, recommendations, and expectations 
effectively. Understanding their usage enhances clarity and precision in 
communication.


