
Remainder Theory

Remainder theory is a branch of arithmetic that deals with the concept of remainders
resulting from division operations. It is particularly useful in number theory, modular
arithmetic, and solving problems related to divisibility and congruence.

Division and Remainders:

1.
Definition: When one integer (the dividend) is divided by another integer (the
divisor), the result is a quotient and a remainder. The remainder is the integer left over
after the dividend is divided by the divisor.

2.
Example: In the division 17÷517÷5:

3.
 Quotient: 3 (because 5×3=155×3=15)
 Remainder: 2 (because 17−15=217−15=2)

4.
Properties:

5.
 The remainder is always less than the divisor.
 If the remainder is zero, the dividend is said to be divisible by the divisor.
 The remainder is unique for a given pair of dividend and divisor.

Modular Arithmetic:

1.
Definition: Modular arithmetic is a system of arithmetic for integers, where numbers
"wrap around" upon reaching a certain value called the modulus. It is often denoted
using the symbol "mod" or "%".

2.
3.

Modular Congruence: Two numbers are said to be congruent modulo m if they
have the same remainder when divided by m.

4.
Example: 17≡2(mod5)17≡2(mod5) because both 17 and 2 have a remainder of 2
when divided by 5.

5.
6.

Applications: Modular arithmetic has applications in cryptography, computer science,
and number theory. It is used in encryption algorithms, hashing functions, and
checksums.

7.

Divisibility and Remainders:

1.



Divisibility Tests: Remainders are often used in divisibility tests to determine if one
number is divisible by another without performing the division operation.

2.
 Example: A number is divisible by 3 if the sum of its digits is divisible by 3.

3.
Finding Factors: Remainders can help identify factors of a number by testing
divisibility with potential factors.

4.
 Example: To find factors of 36, test divisibility by numbers less than or equal to

36=636=6.

Chinese Remainder Theorem:

1.
Definition: The Chinese Remainder Theorem (CRT) is a theorem in number theory
that describes the solutions to a system of congruences with pairwise coprime moduli.

2.
3.

Applications: The CRT has applications in number theory, cryptography, and
computing. It is used in solving systems of linear congruences, recovering data from
error-correcting codes, and implementing efficient algorithms.

4.

Conclusion:

Remainder theory plays a significant role in various branches of mathematics and has
practical applications in fields such as number theory, modular arithmetic, and
cryptography. By understanding the properties and applications of remainders,
mathematicians and scientists can solve problems related to divisibility, congruence,
and modular arithmetic efficiently and accurately.
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