
Introduction to Pipe and Cistern Problems

Definition:

Pipe and cistern problems involve the filling or emptying of a tank by pipes of different
capacities.

These problems typically require calculating the time taken to fill or empty the tank, or the rate at
which the pipes can fill or empty the tank.

Basic Concepts

1. Rate of Work:

The rate at which a pipe can fill or empty a tank is expressed in terms of the fraction of the tank
filled or emptied per unit time.

It is typically given in terms of tanks per hour or liters per hour.

2. Efficiency of Pipes:

The efficiency of a pipe represents its ability to fill or empty the tank in a given time.
It is inversely proportional to the time taken to fill or empty the tank.

Types of Problems

1. Filling Problems:

Filling problems involve calculating the time taken to fill a tank when one or more pipes are
working together.

The total rate of filling is the sum of the individual rates of the pipes.

2. Emptying Problems:

Emptying problems involve calculating the time taken to empty a tank when one or more pipes
are working together.

The total rate of emptying is the sum of the individual rates of the pipes, with negative sign
indicating emptying.

Advanced Concepts

1. Efficiency and Time:



Efficiency and time are inversely proportional in pipe and cistern problems.

Higher efficiency means less time taken to fill or empty the tank, and vice versa.

2. Work Done by Pipes:

The work done by each pipe is proportional to its efficiency and the time it operates.
This concept helps in determining the contribution of each pipe in filling or emptying the tank.
Applications

1. Water Management:

Pipe and cistern problems are used in water management systems to optimize the filling and
emptying of reservoirs, tanks, and cisterns.

2. Construction Projects:

Pipe and cistern problems are relevant in construction projects for estimating the time required
to fill or empty concrete mixing tanks, water tanks, and other containers.


