Part General (139(8A)) refers to a specific provision under Section 139 of the Income
Tax Act, which deals with the filing of belated income tax returns. Here are some
notes on this topic:

1. Section 139(8A): Section 139(8A) of the Income Tax Act allows taxpayers to
file a belated income tax return after the due date specified under Section
139(1) has passed. This provision grants an extension for filing returns
beyond the original due date.

2. Belated Return: A belated return is a tax return filed after the original due date
specified under Section 139(1) of the Income Tax Act. For individuals, the
original due date is typically July 31st of the assessment year, unless
extended by the tax authorities.

3. Time Limit: Section 139(8A) allows taxpayers to file a belated return within
one year from the end of the relevant assessment year. For example, for the
assessment year 2022-23, the belated return can be filed up to March 31,
2024.

4. Consequences of Filing Belated Returns:

e Penalty: Filing a belated return may attract penalties under Section
234F of the Income Tax Act. The penalty amount varies depending on
the delay in filing and the taxpayer's total income.

e Loss of certain benefits: Filing a belated return may result in the loss of
certain benefits or deductions that are available only to taxpayers who
file their returns within the original due date.

5. Applicability: Section 139(8A) applies to all taxpayers who are required to file
income tax returns under the Income Tax Act. This includes individuals, Hindu
Undivided Families (HUFs), companies, firms, and other entities.

6. Procedure for Filing Belated Returns:

e Taxpayers can file belated returns using the same process and forms
as regular returns. They need to select the appropriate assessment
year and indicate that the return is being filed under Section 139(8A).

e Allincome, deductions, exemptions, and other details required for tax
computation must be accurately reported in the belated return.

7. Interest on Tax Due: If any tax liability arises as a result of filing a belated
return, interest may be charged under Section 234A, 234B, or 234C of the
Income Tax Act, depending on the nature of the default and the delay in
payment of taxes.

8. Amendment of Belated Returns: Taxpayers can file revised or amended
returns for belated returns as well, provided the amendment is filed within the
applicable time limit and meets the requirements under the Income Tax Act.

9. Importance of Timely Filing: While Section 139(8A) provides relief for filing
returns after the due date, it is generally advisable for taxpayers to file their



returns within the original due date to avoid penalties, interest, and loss of
benefits.



