
Certainly! "Could" and "shall" are both modal verbs in English with distinct uses and 

functions. Here's how they are commonly used:

Could:

Expressing Past Ability or Permission:
● "Could" is the past tense form of "can" and is used to express past ability or 

permission.
● Example (ability): "When I was young, I could swim very well."
● Example (permission): "He said I could borrow his car for the 

weekend."
Making Polite Requests or Offers:

● "Could" is often used to make polite requests or offers.
● Example (request): "Could you please pass me the salt?"
● Example (offer): "I could help you with your homework if you'd like."

Expressing Possibility or Hypothetical Situations:
● "Could" is used to express possibility or hypothetical situations.

● Example: "It could rain later, so you might want to take an umbrella."
Indicating Uncertainty or Tentativeness:

● "Could" can be used to express uncertainty or tentativeness.
● Example: "I'm not sure what time he could arrive."

Shall:

Expressing Future Intentions or Proposals:
● "Shall" is used to express future intentions, proposals, or suggestions, 

particularly in formal or old-fashioned contexts.
● Example: "Shall we meet for lunch tomorrow?"
● Example: "I shall inform the committee of your proposal."

Offering Suggestions or Making Offers:
● "Shall" can be used to offer suggestions or make offers, especially in British 

English.
● Example: "Shall I make some tea for us?"
● Example: "Shall we take a walk in the park?"

Seeking Advice or Permission:
● "Shall" can be used to seek advice or permission formally.

● Example: "Shall I go ahead with the project?"
● Example: "Shall I consult with the supervisor first?"

Expressing a Promise or Intention:
● "Shall" can be used to express a promise or intention, often in legal or 

contractual contexts.
● Example: "I shall deliver the goods by the agreed-upon date."

Making Commands or Directives:
● In some contexts, particularly in legal or formal language, "shall" can be used 

to make commands or directives.
● Example: "You shall not pass without proper authorization."

It's important to note that the use of "shall" is less common in modern everyday English, 

especially in American English, where "will" is often used instead to express future 



intentions. However, "shall" is still used in formal or legal contexts, and its usage can vary 

based on regional and cultural differences.


