
Certainly! The modal verb "can" is incredibly versatile in English, with various uses and 

functions. Here's how "can" is commonly used:

Expressing Ability or Capability:
● "Can" is used to express someone's ability or capability to do something.

● Example: "She can speak Spanish fluently."
Permission:

● "Can" is used to ask for or grant permission informally.
● Example (asking for permission): "Can I borrow your pen?"
● Example (granting permission): "Yes, you can use my laptop."

Possibility:
● "Can" is used to express a possibility or likelihood of something happening.

● Example: "It can get quite cold in the winter."
Offering or Requesting Help:

● "Can" is used to offer or request assistance or help.
● Example (offering help): "Can I help you with your bags?"
● Example (requesting help): "Can you help me move this table?"

Making Suggestions:
● "Can" can be used to make suggestions or recommendations informally.

● Example: "You can try the new restaurant downtown. It's excellent."
Expressing Permission in Prohibitions:

● "Can't" (short form of "cannot") is used to express that something is not 
permitted or allowed.

● Example: "You can't park here. It's a no-parking zone."
Expressing Capability or Potential:

● "Can" is used to express the potential or capability of something to perform a 
function.

● Example: "This knife can cut through even the toughest vegetables."
Expressing Inability or Lack of Possibility:

● "Can't" is used to express that something is impossible or beyond one's 
ability.

● Example: "I can't believe it's already midnight. Time flies!"
Talking about Skills or Talents:

● "Can" is used to talk about skills, talents, or natural abilities.
● Example: "He can play the guitar beautifully."

Expressing Likelihood or Possibility in the Past:
● "Could" (past tense of "can") is used to express past ability or possibility.

● Example: "When I was younger, I could run for hours without getting 
tired."

"Can" is a fundamental modal verb in English, allowing speakers to express a wide range of 

meanings related to ability, permission, possibility, and more. Understanding its various uses

is essential for effective communication in English.


