. Introduction to EXACT Function:

e The EXACT function in Excel is used to compare two text strings and
determine whether they are exactly the same, including their case
sensitivity.

. Syntax:

e The syntax of the EXACT function is: EXACT (textl, text2)

e textl and text2 are the two text strings to be compared.

. Return Value:

e The EXACT function returns TRUE if the two text strings are exactly the
same, including their case.

e It returns FALSE if the two text strings are not identical.

. Case Sensitivity:

e Unlike some other comparison functions in Excel, such as = (equal to),
the EXACT function is case-sensitive.

e This means that even a difference in letter case will result in the
function returning FALSE.

. Usage Examples:

e Example 1: =EXACT ("apple", "apple") returns TRUE because both
text strings are exactly the same.

e Example 2: =ExacT ("apple", "APPLE") returns FALSE because of the
difference in letter case.

e Example 3: =EXACT ("apple", "banana") returns FALSE because the
two text strings are different.

. Practical Applications:

e The EXACT function is commonly used in data validation scenarios
where precise matching of text strings is required.

e It's useful for comparing user input against reference values to ensure
accuracy.

. Error Handling:

e The EXACT function does not produce errors. It simply returns TRUE or
FALSE based on the comparison result.

. Nested Functions:

e The EXACT function can be nested within other functions or logical
tests to perform more complex comparisons.

e Example: =IF (EXACT (A1, "apple"), "Match", "No Match") checks
if the value in cell A1 is exactly "apple" and returns "Match" if true,
otherwise "No Match".

. Case Insensitivity Alternative:

e |f case sensitivity is not desired, you can use other comparison
functions like = (equal to), which ignore case differences.

10.Practice Exercises:



e Practice using the EXACT function with various text strings to
understand its behavior in different scenarios.

e Experiment with nested functions and logical tests involving EXACT to
create more sophisticated comparisons.

These notes should provide a comprehensive overview of the EXACT function in
Excel and its usage for comparing text strings with case sensitivity.



