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1. Introduction: Active and passive voice are two different grammatical structures used in
English to convey actions. Understanding when and how to use each voice is essential for
clear and effective communication.

2. Active Voice:

e Definition and Structure: In active voice, the subject of the sentence performs the
action expressed by the verb. The typical structure is Subject-Verb-Object.
e Examples:
o "The cat chased the mouse."
o "She wrote a novel."
e Advantages and Usage: Active voice is straightforward, direct, and often preferred
for clarity and emphasis. It is commonly used in both spoken and written English.

3. Passive Voice:

e Definition and Structure: In passive voice, the object of the action becomes the
subject of the sentence, while the doer of the action (the agent) may be omitted or
mentioned after the verb using the preposition "by." The structure is
Object-Verb-Subject (optional).

e Examples:

o "The mouse was chased by the cat."
o "A novel was written by her."

e Advantages and Usage: Passive voice is useful when the focus is on the action
rather than the doer, or when the doer is unknown or less important. It is often used
in formal writing, scientific reports, and news articles.

4. When to Use Active Voice and Passive Voice: Knowing when to use active or passive
voice depends on the context, emphasis, and clarity of the message. Active voice is
preferred for directness and clarity, while passive voice is appropriate when the focus is on
the action or when the doer is deemphasized.



5. Tips for Using Active and Passive Voice Effectively:

Consider the context and purpose of the communication.

Use active voice for clarity and emphasis.

Use passive voice when the doer is unknown or less important.

Avoid excessive use of passive voice, as it can lead to ambiguity and weak writing.

6. Conclusion: Understanding the differences between active and passive voice is crucial
for effective communication in English. By using each voice appropriately, speakers and
writers can convey their message clearly and efficiently, enhancing understanding and
engagement.



