
Pinterest Pins: Promoted Pins & 
Targeting 

Introduction 
Pinterest is a visual discovery platform that allows users to explore and save ideas through 
"Pins." Businesses and marketers leverage Pinterest to drive brand awareness, website 
traffic, and conversions. One of the most effective strategies on Pinterest is using Promoted 
Pins, which are paid advertisements designed to reach a larger audience. Successful 
Pinterest advertising relies on strategic targeting to connect with the right users. 

 

Promoted Pins 

What Are Promoted Pins? 

Promoted Pins are paid advertisements that appear in users’ feeds, search results, and 
related Pins sections. Unlike regular Pins, these ads are boosted to reach a broader and 
more relevant audience. 

Benefits of Promoted Pins 

1. Increased Visibility – Reach users who may not follow your profile but are 
interested in your content. 

2. Higher Engagement – Promoted Pins blend naturally with organic Pins, making 
them more engaging. 

3. Longer Lifespan – Unlike ads on other social platforms, Promoted Pins continue 
driving traffic even after the campaign ends. 

4. Better Conversion Rates – Pinterest users are often in a shopping mindset, 
increasing the chances of conversions. 

5. Cost-Effective Advertising – Advertisers can control budgets and optimize 
performance with targeting options. 

Types of Promoted Pins 

Pinterest offers different types of ad formats to cater to various marketing goals: 

1. Standard Promoted Pins 
 

○ Regular static Pins boosted for more visibility. 
○ Best for brand awareness and website traffic. 



2. Video Pins 
 

○ Short videos autoplay in users’ feeds. 
○ Great for storytelling and engaging audiences. 

3. Carousel Ads 
 

○ Feature multiple images that users can swipe through. 
○ Ideal for showcasing different products or benefits. 

4. Shopping Ads 
 

○ Directly link products from your catalog to encourage purchases. 
○ Work well for e-commerce businesses. 

5. Collections Ads 
 

○ Display a main image or video with supporting product images underneath. 
○ Helps drive engagement and conversions. 

 

Targeting on Pinterest 

Why Targeting Matters? 

Effective targeting ensures that Promoted Pins are seen by relevant audiences who are 
most likely to engage and convert. Pinterest provides various targeting options to refine ad 
reach. 

Types of Pinterest Targeting 

Pinterest allows advertisers to tailor their campaigns using different targeting strategies: 

1. Demographic Targeting 

● Filters audience by age, gender, location, and device type. 
● Example: A fashion brand may target women aged 18-35 in urban areas. 

2. Keyword Targeting 

● Targets users searching for specific keywords. 
● Example: A travel agency promoting "beach vacation ideas" can target users 

searching for similar terms. 

3. Interest Targeting 

● Targets users based on topics they engage with (e.g., fitness, home decor, recipes). 
● Example: A fitness brand can target users interested in "workout plans" or "healthy 

eating." 



4. Audience Targeting 

● Advertisers can create audience segments based on past interactions. 
● Options include: 

○ Customer Lists – Upload existing customer emails for retargeting. 
○ Website Visitors – Retarget users who have visited the website. 
○ Engaged Users – Target users who have interacted with previous Pins. 
○ Actalike Audiences – Similar to Facebook's Lookalike Audiences, this finds 

users similar to existing customers. 

5. Behavioral Retargeting 

● Targets users based on their past activity on Pinterest. 
● Example: If a user clicks on a furniture Pin, they can be retargeted with similar ads. 

6. Placement Targeting 

● Choose where the ad appears, such as home feeds, search results, or related 
Pins. 

● Example: A food brand can target search results for "easy dinner recipes." 

 

Best Practices for Pinterest Advertising 
To maximize the effectiveness of Promoted Pins, businesses should follow these best 
practices: 

1. Use High-Quality Visuals 

● Pins should be visually appealing and vertical (2:3 ratio, e.g., 1000x1500 pixels). 
● Use bright colors, clear text overlays, and minimal clutter. 

2. Optimize for Mobile Users 

● Over 80% of Pinterest users browse on mobile devices. 
● Ensure images and landing pages are mobile-friendly. 

3. Incorporate Keywords in Pin Descriptions 

● Write compelling descriptions with relevant keywords to improve search visibility. 
● Example: “Discover easy 10-minute vegan recipes for a healthy lifestyle! 🍏🌿 

#Vegan #HealthyEating” 

4. Test Different Pin Designs 

● A/B test multiple designs, colors, and CTA placements to see what performs best. 



5. Monitor and Adjust Campaigns 

● Use Pinterest Analytics to track performance metrics such as: 
○ Click-through rate (CTR) 
○ Engagement rate 
○ Conversions 

● Optimize poorly performing ads by adjusting targeting and creatives. 

6. Include a Strong Call-to-Action (CTA) 

● CTAs like “Shop Now,” “Learn More,” or “Try This Recipe” encourage user 
interaction. 

7. Use Seasonal & Trend-Based Content 

● Promote Pins around trending topics, holidays, and seasonal events. 
● Example: A fashion brand can promote "Spring Outfit Ideas" in March-April. 

 

Measuring Success 
Pinterest provides in-depth analytics to measure campaign performance. Key metrics 
include: 

1. Impressions – How often the Pin is shown. 
2. Saves (Repins) – Number of times users save the Pin to their boards. 
3. Clicks – How many users clicked on the Pin to visit a website. 
4. Engagement Rate – Total engagement (saves, clicks, comments) divided by 

impressions. 
5. Conversion Rate – Percentage of users who take a desired action (e.g., sign up, 

purchase). 

 

Conclusion 
Pinterest’s Promoted Pins and advanced targeting options make it a powerful platform for 
businesses aiming to drive traffic and sales. By leveraging high-quality visuals, optimizing 
targeting strategies, and continuously monitoring performance, brands can maximize their 
advertising success on Pinterest. Whether a business is promoting products, blog content, or 
brand awareness, a well-planned Pinterest strategy can yield significant results. 
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