
Using Playlist and Cards to Improve Engagement on YouTube 

YouTube offers two powerful tools to enhance user experience and engagement: 
Playlists and Cards. Both help improve watch time, encourage deeper interaction with 
your content, and increase channel growth. 

 

1. Playlists 

● Definition: Playlists are a collection of YouTube videos organized under a 
specific topic or theme. They allow users to watch related videos in a sequence 
without having to manually choose the next video. 
 

● Purpose: Playlists improve engagement by guiding users to additional content 
they might find interesting. This leads to longer watch times and more views 
on your channel’s videos. 
 

● Benefits: 
 

○ Increased Watch Time: Playlists encourage users to watch multiple 
videos in a row, which increases your channel's overall watch time—a 
key factor for YouTube’s algorithm. 

○ Improved Discoverability: Playlists with keywords in their title and 
description can appear in search results, helping potential subscribers 
find your content. 

○ Better User Experience: Playlists make it easier for viewers to 
binge-watch related content, offering a seamless experience. 

○ Channel Organization: Playlists help categorize videos, making it easier 
for new users to explore your channel and find related content. 

● Best Practices: 
 

○ Create topic-specific playlists for better organization (e.g., “Cooking 
Tutorials,” “Product Reviews”). 

○ Include compelling titles and descriptions that align with search 
keywords to improve SEO. 

○ Regularly update playlists to reflect new content. 

 

2. Cards 

● Definition: Cards are interactive elements that can appear during your YouTube 
videos. They allow you to link to other videos, playlists, channels, or external 
websites without disrupting the video flow. 
 



● Purpose: Cards help drive viewer interaction by encouraging them to engage 
with other relevant content during the video. They can increase views, direct 
users to specific actions, or promote related content. 
 

● Benefits: 
 

○ Direct Viewers to More Content: Cards provide direct access to other 
videos or playlists that are related to what the viewer is watching, 
increasing chances of a longer session. 

○ External Links: Cards can direct users to your website, merchandise, or 
other platforms, promoting cross-channel engagement. 

○ Interactive and Actionable: With cards, you can ask viewers to 
subscribe, visit your channel, or take action on your website. 

○ Improved Analytics: YouTube allows tracking of card engagement, so 
you can measure the effectiveness of each card and tweak future 
strategies. 

● Best Practices: 
 

○ Use relevant cards to direct users to related videos or playlists, keeping 
the experience seamless. 

○ Limit the number of cards per video to avoid overcrowding and 
distracting from the main content (usually 2-3 cards per video is 
optimal). 

○ Consider adding a card towards the end of the video directing viewers 
to related content or asking them to subscribe. 

○ Make sure cards offer clear value (e.g., related videos, resources, or a 
call to action like "watch next" or "check out my website"). 

 

How Playlists and Cards Work Together 

● Maximize Session Duration: Using cards to recommend playlist links will 
ensure that users continue watching videos on your channel, leading to 
increased total watch time. 
 

● Easier Content Discovery: While cards prompt immediate actions during the 
video, playlists offer longer-term content organization and discovery. Both 
tools can guide your audience seamlessly from one video to another. 
 

● Cross-Promote with Cards: When you create new videos, use cards to point 
viewers to a relevant playlist, encouraging them to engage with more content 
based on shared themes or topics. 
 

 

Conclusion 



By combining playlists and cards in your YouTube strategy, you create a cycle of 
continuous engagement, boost your SEO rankings, and enhance user experience, 
ultimately driving more viewers and increasing retention. Playlists help in content 
discovery and binge-watching, while cards offer direct paths to relevant content, 
actions, and external links. 
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