
What is an Adjustment Layer? 

An Adjustment Layer is a special type of video layer in Premiere Pro that applies effects to 

all layers below it in the timeline. It allows you to apply color grading, effects, transitions, or 

corrections to multiple clips at once without altering the clips themselves. 

 

Creating an Adjustment Layer 

1. Go to the Project Panel: 

○ In the Project panel, right-click and select New Item > Adjustment Layer. 

○ Ensure that the settings (resolution, frame rate) match your sequence 

settings. 

2. Add the Adjustment Layer to Timeline: 

○ Drag the Adjustment Layer from the Project panel to the timeline above the 

clips you want to affect. 

○ Adjust the length of the Adjustment Layer to match the desired duration for 

the effect. 

 

Applying Effects to Adjustment Layers 

1. Select the Adjustment Layer: 

○ Click on the Adjustment Layer in the timeline to select it. 

2. Apply Effects: 

○ Go to the Effects panel. 

○ Drag and drop any effect (e.g., color correction, blur, distort) onto the 

Adjustment Layer. 

3. Modify Effect Settings: 

○ In the Effect Controls panel, adjust the effect settings. These changes will be 

applied to all clips beneath the Adjustment Layer. 

 

Uses of Adjustment Layers 

● Color Grading: 

○ Apply color corrections, LUTs (Look-Up Tables), or grading effects to an 

entire sequence. 

● Creative Effects: 

○ Use effects like blur, glow, or any creative filter across multiple clips. 

● Sharpening or Softening: 

○ Apply sharpening or blurring to an entire section of your video. 

● Vignette: 

○ Add a vignette effect across multiple clips in a scene. 



● Text or Graphics Adjustments: 

○ Apply motion graphics or text changes to all clips underneath the Adjustment 

Layer. 

 

Tips for Working with Adjustment Layers 

● Non-Destructive Editing: Since adjustments are applied to a layer above the 

original clips, the clips themselves are untouched, allowing for easy modification and 

removal. 

● Multiple Layers: You can use multiple Adjustment Layers to apply different effects in 

different parts of your timeline. 

● Toggle Visibility: Turn off the visibility of the Adjustment Layer to quickly compare 

the effect with the original footage. 

● Effects Stacking: You can stack multiple effects on the same Adjustment Layer to 

create complex visual changes. 

 

Common Adjustment Layer Effects 

1. Color Correction: 

○ Use tools like Lumetri Color to adjust the overall color balance. 

2. Gaussian Blur: 

○ Apply to create a soft focus effect across multiple clips. 

3. Transform Effects: 

○ Apply resizing, rotation, and position changes for all clips underneath. 

4. Speed/Time Effects: 

○ Apply effects like time remapping or slow motion. 
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