
1. Understanding Icon Design Basics 

● Size and Resolution: Icons are typically designed in small sizes (e.g., 16x16 px, 

32x32 px, 64x64 px, etc.). In CorelDRAW, ensure your units and resolutions are set 

appropriately. 

● Simplicity: Use minimalistic designs. Icons should communicate their purpose 

clearly even at smaller sizes. 

● Scalability: Design icons in vector format to ensure they can be resized without loss 

of quality. 

 

2. Setting Up Your Workspace 

1. Launch CorelDRAW: 

○ Open CorelDRAW and create a new document. 

○ Set your page size to match your icon size (e.g., 64x64 px) in the "Document 

Settings." 

2. Grid and Guidelines: 

○ Enable grids by going to View > Grid. This helps in aligning elements 

precisely. 

○ Use guidelines to create boundaries and ensure symmetry. 

3. Zoom In: 

○ Since icons are small, zoom in on your canvas for precise editing. 

 

3. Designing the Icon 

1. Start with Basic Shapes: 

○ Use tools like the Rectangle Tool, Ellipse Tool, and Polygon Tool to create 

the base of your icon. 

○ Combine, trim, and weld shapes using the Shape Tool or Shaping Dock for 

custom designs. 

2. Add Details: 

○ Use the Bezier Tool or Pen Tool for custom paths and detailed work. 

○ Keep details minimal to maintain clarity in smaller sizes. 

3. Use Colors and Effects: 

○ Choose flat or minimal gradient colors for a clean look. 

○ Use the Fountain Fill Tool for subtle gradients if needed. 

○ Avoid using complex effects like shadows or bevels for smaller icons, as they 

might blur details. 

4. Typography (if needed): 

○ Use simple and legible fonts for text-based icons. 

○ Convert text to curves (Ctrl+Q) to avoid font issues when sharing the file. 

 



4. Exporting the Icon 

1. Group Elements: 

○ Select all components of the icon and group them (Ctrl+G) to keep the design 

intact. 

2. Export Settings: 

○ Go to File > Export. 

○ Choose the desired file format: 

■ PNG: For transparent backgrounds. 

■ SVG: For scalable vector icons. 

■ ICO: For icon files (use CorelDRAW-compatible extensions or third-

party software). 

○ Set the resolution and ensure anti-aliasing is enabled for smoother edges. 

3. Save for Future Edits: 

○ Save your CorelDRAW file (.CDR) for future modifications. 

 

5. Best Practices 

● Test Visibility: Shrink your design to its final size to ensure it remains clear and 

recognizable. 

● Consistent Style: Maintain a consistent design style (e.g., color scheme, line 

thickness) across all icons in a set. 

● Use Templates: Create or download templates for faster icon creation. 

● Stay Updated: Follow modern design trends for a professional look. 
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