
 

Eraser tool 
The Eraser Tool in Adobe Photoshop is a versatile tool used to remove parts of an image or layer. It 

functions like a brush, but instead of painting, it erases. 

 

Types of Eraser Tools 
1.Standard Eraser 

 

● Erases pixels to a transparent background (on layers with transparency) or to the background 

color (on locked layers or backgrounds). 

2.Background Eraser 

 

● Removes the background color or specified areas based on sampling. 

● Ideal for separating subjects from backgrounds. 

3.Magic Eraser 

 

● Erases areas of similar colors with a single click. 

● Useful for removing solid color backgrounds or cleaning up images. 

Key Features 
1.Adjustable Size and Hardness 

 

● Control the size, hardness, and shape through the brush options. 

● Soft edges create smoother erasures, while hard edges are precise. 

2.Opacity Control 

 

● Set opacity to erase pixels partially, creating a fading effect. 

3 Flow Adjustment 

 

● Controls the rate at which the tool applies the erasure effect. 

4.Sampling Options (for Background Eraser) 

 

● Continuous: Samples continuously as you move the eraser. 

● Once: Samples the color only at the initial click point. 

● Background Swatch: Erases colors that match the background swatch color. 

5.Tolerance (Magic Eraser) 

 

● Adjusts sensitivity to color variation. 

● Lower tolerance = fewer colors erased. 

● Higher tolerance = broader color range erased. 

Shortcut Keys 
● E: Activate the Eraser Tool. 

● Shift + E: Cycle between the Standard, Background, and Magic Erasers. 

Tips for Effective Use 
1. Work on Layers: Use eraser on duplicate layers to preserve the original image. 

2. Adjust Tolerance: For precise erasures, tweak tolerance in the Magic Eraser or Background 

Eraser. 

3. Feather Edges: Use soft brushes for smoother transitions when erasing near edges. 

4. Combine Tools: Use selection tools with erasers for more control over the areas being 

erased. 



5. Use Masks: For non-destructive editing, consider using Layer Masks instead of erasing 

directly. 

Understanding these features will help you master the Eraser Tool for clean and professional edits. 

 

 
 


